


ment consultant firm, has worked with-
Onaga. “I find Jane to be at the top of *
the list in our field,” he says. “She’s "
tough, but fair.” .
‘Onaga’s expertise comes from sixteen .
years of work with her ex-husband’s .
trucking business..: “It becarme very .
successful in a-few years,” says Onaga
the mother of five childrén.” (Her -
daughters are professional women.) ,
"“We started with-one"truck.: Soof 'we' 7
had a whole fleet of them.” :

When Onaga started her.own
business from scratch, she asked the late.
Moby Dick, her secretary’s astrologer,
about a company name. He suggested-
“Amazon,” an nane' that elicited a ﬁrm
“yes” from Onaga’s friends: ‘

Nurturing an infant. busmess meant
days that often started at 2:30 2.m.;
assembling a crew. Onaga could count 5
on, including two sons, anda- certain
sensitivity to local nuances and: feelmgs
“I spoke 1o a national convention and.a -
lot of the women spoke strongly about
being better than en,” says Onaga :
“Maybe you-can get away with that on IS
the Mainland; but here, if:you start
telling anyone ‘I'm better than you;” -,
you'll go broke in no time. You have to
walk lightly. Word-of- rnouth is qu1te
powerful here.”

Onaga also prov1des a powerful
personal and professional: role model for-
her children. One son, who works.at a
job site in Waianae, mentioned that he,
saw some children who appeared
neglected and hungry. Soon, the son ‘
brought a couple of the children to the
family home where they experienced
what many people take for granted. -
“They had never been out to eat,” says -
Onaga, who recognizes the area’s hlgh o
suicide rate. “Unless you're out there -
you don't see What's happemng " ! ,
" Inher mind, ‘Onaga makes 2 connec— < b dentof a: ma]or Hawaii
tion between the things she finds at regl estate-dev lopment firm—Blackfield
excavation sites—“So much is thrown Hawaii: She was only-thirty-five.
away such as marble, wall-to-wall : “It was a’ goal lintended to reach
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